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Key Dates - Year 7

Autumn Term
Tuesday 10th September

The Year Ahead Evening (5 pm - 7 pm)

Tuesday 17th September

Year 7 Team Building day at HOAC

Wednesday 2nd October

Teacher Training Day

Wednesday 30th October

Year 7 Progress Meetings (targeted students only)

Monday 25th November

Year 7 Progress Reports published

Tuesday 17th December

Year 7 Pantomime Trip

Year 7 Team
Building Day
Tuesday 17th September
Payment via ParentPay - £12
Consent forms should have been returned,
however there are still a few outstanding. Please
ensure these are filled in this evening and
returned first thing tomorrow morning.

Forms C,M,W:
To arrive at HOAC at 9:45am to start
at 10am. Parents must stay with
child until staff arrive.
Day ends at Bishopshalt School at
3:20pm as usual.
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Forms D,E,S:
To arrive at Bishopshalt School for
registration as usual (8.40am).
Students to finish at HOAC and be
collected at 3.10pm. Staff will need
to leave the site, so parents must
be on time.

Students to wear their house
colours!
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Priorities survey . . .
Students
1. Have an excellent set of exam
results
2. Be confident
3. Be proud of what I have achieved
4. Be a hard worker
5. Have made good friends
6. Be independent
7. Be motivated
8. Be happy
9. Be healthy
10. Be organised

Staff
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Be respectful to others
Be happy
Be independent
Be proud of what they have
achieved
Have high self esteem
Understand the range of options
available to them
Have made good friends
Be well mannered
Be kind
Be confident

Parents
1. Be happy
2. Be independent
3. Be proud of what they have
achieved
4. Be confident
5. Be respectful to others
6. Be able to work well with others
7. Have excellent exam results
8. Have high self esteem
9. Have a can do attitude
10. Be kind
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Ours aims for each and every
Bishopshalt Student. . .
Build Character
Chase Brilliance
Show Kindness
Love Learning
Bright Futures
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Build Character
Create a ‘dashboard’ that demonstrates attributes of
the person you want to be and the future you would
like to have.
Prepare breakfast for someone else.
Escort a visitor around the school.
Hold the door open for those around you.
Learn to play chess.
Recycle your rubbish.
Help a teacher with classroom tasks.

Chase Brilliance

Show Kindness

Love Learning

Bright Futures

Join an extra- curricular club.

Make a cup of tea or coffee for your carer.

Learn a new word every day.

Set a goal for yourself and discuss with your form
tutor.

Correct a piece of work until you get the best mark.
Complete an independent study project of your own
choosing.
Attend a workshop showing you how to do something you
want to learn.
Read three books and write reviews.
Hand in homework early.

Visit a homeless shelter/ rescue centre for animals.
Write a letter and post it to your friend/family member.

Teach your class something new.
Ask for an extension task.

Research post 16 options.
Write a statement about yourself and your ambitions.

Bake a cake for your family or friends.

Try a new sport/activity.

Find out where you can get careers advice.

Paint a picture to give as a gift.
Give a thank you card to someone you love and/or
respect.
Give up some time to talk to an elderly person.

Play a musical instrument.
Write an article for the school newsletter.

Participate in World of Work day.
Visit a University.

Produce a video review.

Complete some voluntary work experience

Help out at a whole school event.
Join the charities committee.
Do something to support a charity of your choice.

Lead and deliver a KS3 assembly.
Perform in an assembly.
Grow your own vegetables.
Achieve as many effort 4 grades as possible in one
term.
Participate in a class or whole school debate.

Visit an elderly care home.
Participate in an aspirations workshop.
Speak to a professional in the field you are interested
in.
Find out about summer schools and enrichment
programmes run by universities.
Open a savings account.

Listen to a piece of music that you wouldn’t normally
choose.
Read a book from a new genre.

Deliver a talk to your form.
Help out with reception duty.
Join the school council and speak up for others.

Choose three of your best pieces of work to show the head
teacher.
Learn a greeting in three different languages.
Perfect a performance that you have found hard.
Write a report on a current affair that you find interesting.

Join the prefecting team.

Go to a musical concert

Represent the school in the community.

Go to the cinema and watch something that interests you

Dress up on world book day.
Go for a country walk and look out for wildlife.

Attend a school event.
Attend a BODS production.

Do something to support Bishopshalt’s Pro Respect
campaign.
Teach someone younger than you a skill that will help
them.
Be a mentor or a buddy reader for a KS 3 student.
Do something to improve your local community.

Complete a lunchtime duty task.

Take part in an inter-house event

Plant a tree.

Write a letter of appreciation to the person who has
made the biggest impact on your life so far.
Give someone a handmade birthday card.
Introduce yourself to someone new in your year
group.
Participate in a mindfulness exercise.

Visit a gallery/ exhibition.

Cook a meal for your family.

Go to a museum.
Visit a historical building.

Take some of your old clothes to charity.
Find out about giving blood and organ donation.

Visit a place of worship.

Find out about the Nobel Peace Prize.

Read a memoir/autobiography or biography of a
person who inspires you.
Keep a gratitude journal for a week.

Save up for an item you really want.

Create a health promotion campaign for your year
group.
Help Mr Johnson in the LRC.

Ask your teacher for a reading recommendation.

Keep a sleep diary for a week.

Create a new personal best in PE

Have one phone free day per week.

Aim for a new personal best for attendance.

Interview someone you admire.
Do something to ‘Build Character’ which is not on the
list.

Practise a skill for 10,000 hours
Do something to ‘Chase Brilliance which is not on the list.

Knock on a neighbour’s door and ask if they need any
help.
Help the cleaners by doing a litter pick in the whole
school and field.
Participate in Random Acts of Kindness Week
Do something to ‘Show Kindness’ which is not on the
list.

Stand up in tutor time and explain a really tricky concept
you have learnt in class
Volunteer to sell your favourite subject on a school
Open Day
Challenge your family to a game of Scrabble
Do something to ‘Love Learning’ which is not on the list.

Plan a healthy meal.

Write a letter to your local MP/ favourite author.
Find out about your local political party.

Participate in Arts Festival.
Write a speech about something you feel passionately
about.
Plan a day out in London or a destination of your choice.

Learn a card game.

Find out about different bank accounts.
Find out what tax is and how it is spent by the
government.
Create a model/sculpture that represents your future
ambitions.
Go and talk to Mrs Vodden in room 1 about a future
career aspiration
Write a CV and ask your tutor to check it
Find your dream university course, print off the
details and put it on your bedroom wall
Identify a country you will visit in the future and start
to learn their language
Create a 10 year plan and stick it in your planner for
everyone to see
Complete a questionnaire that helps to identify the
best career path for you.
Find out what skills are needed to excel in your
chosen career.
Find out about local transport links to places you have
never visited before.
Investigate the cost of driving lessons.
Do something related to ‘Bright Futures’ which is not
on the list.
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Build Character
Chase Brilliance
Show Kindness
Love Learning
Bright Futures
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BETTER BISHOPSHALTER is part of and underpins
everything that we do at Bishopshalt school. However,
its impact will
also be felt beyond these
walls. Your families and
the local community will
also feel the benefit as we
all become better people. We need to all love it,
believe it, live it, say it, do it, encourage it……
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SMHW

Login details for parents and students were given out last Wednesday

What can you do to help?

90% of Year 7 students
have logged in and are
using it regularly

● Get the SMHW app to check what homework is being issued and if it is being done
● Encourage your child to look at SMHW as a priority as soon as they get home. Rushed
homework will never be done properly
● Provide good working conditions at home
● Take an interest in the work being done and the standard of presentation
● Discuss your child’s ‘homework pride scores’
● Check and sign your child's planner regularly
● Encourage your child to sign up for Homework Club - The LRC is open until 5pm each
evening
You should expect your child to be
completing approximately 5 hours 15
minutes homework per week in Year 7. This
will increase as they move up the school.
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Year 7 - Curriculum
•
•
•

6 tutor groups (not taught in these)
50 lessons (16 subjects + Learning for Life) over 2 week timetable
Various teaching groupings (subject preference / KS2 data / gender balance)
• Maths (6)

• Science (5)

• PE (3)

• MFL (4)

• Geography / History (6)

• Design and Technology (2)

• Food (1) Textiles (1)

• Art / Dance/ Drama /
Music (8)

• Computer Science (3)

• Religious Studies (2)

• English (8)

• Reading Lesson (1)
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Assessing
progress

A wide range of strategies to assess students progress:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Formal written / oral assessments
Classwork
Homework
Questioning in class
Observing practical work / performances
Observing class discussions

Chase Brilliance

Reporting on effort
and progress

Reporting progress
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• Marking and feedback in books
• Homework pride scores
• Assessment results
• Verbal feedback / Discussions with students
• Parents’ Evening
• KS3 Progress Evening (October – targeted students only)
• Progress reports (x3 – emailed to parents / carers)
• Phone calls to parents / carers
• Letters to parents / carers
• Meetings with teachers

Termly progress
report

Reporting progress
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Love Learning
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Attendance
Punctuality
Effort score (4-1)
On / Above / Below Target
Achievement points (positive)
Behaviour points (negative)
Reading age score

Ensure you take the time to discuss your child’s
progress report with them.

Effort levels

4 - Outstanding

3 - Good

2 - Improvement needed

1 - Cause for concern

Engagement

I am always fully engaged and take an
active part in all types of activities. I work
very well independently and as part of a
group.

I am almost always engaged and
take an active part in most types
of activities. I work well
independently and as part of a
group.

I only participate and work well in
some types of activities. I may need
to be prompted to get on with work.

I very rarely participate or get on
with work without being
prompted.

Practice and
Perseverance

I know that I can improve through effort
and persistence. I regularly practise skills
and revisit and revise my work without
being prompted. I keep working at tasks
independently and try different strategies
when I find something difficult.

I do practise skills, but prefer to
work on things that I am already
good at. I keep going with tasks
when I am prompted and revise
when I have assessments.

I want to stop trying when I find
something difficult and tend to give
up on tasks quickly, unless someone
helps me. I don’t always revise for
assessments

I do not practise my skills. I give
up as soon as I find work a bit
difficult. I don’t revise.

Response to
challenge

I am ambitious. I like feeling challenged. I
take on all tasks and am willing to make
errors as long as they help me to learn and
make progress.

I will take on a challenge when I
have done something similar
before, or if the teacher gives
me a strategy to meet the
challenge.

I don’t really like to take on
challenges in case I make mistakes – I
might copy others’ work or hand in
incomplete work if the task is
challenging and I don’t think I can do
it.

I dislike challenge. If a task is
difficult I don’t attempt it.

Asking and
answering
questions

I ask specific, relevant questions that will
help me with my learning. I regularly
answer questions and when I do my
answers are well thought out, supported by
evidence and take into account differing
viewpoints where applicable.

I ask relevant questions and
answer when I feel confident
with a topic.

My questions can be vague and I
only tend to answer when prompted.
Alternatively, I may shout out or
answer before thinking.

I rarely, if ever, answer or ask
relevant questions. Alternatively,
I often shout out or answer
before thinking.

Attitude
towards
mistakes

I always have a positive attitude towards
mistakes and learn from them. When I
experience setbacks I reflect and focus on
what I need to improve on in the future and
take active steps to achieve this.

I usually learn from my mistakes
and try to reflect and focus on
what I need to do to improve.

I tend to see mistakes as failures and
can sometimes become discouraged.

I always see mistakes as failures
and am quickly discouraged from
trying to improve.

Effort levels

4 - Outstanding

3 - Good

2 - Improvement needed

1 - Cause for concern

Acting on Feedback

I am eager to improve. I actively
ask for and am motivated by
feedback on my work. I listen
carefully and take action to
improve it further, without having
to be prompted.

I listen and respond positively to
feedback and I will act on it to
improve my work when prompted.

I listen to feedback, but don’t always
to take it board.

I avoid or ignore feedback.

Behaviour

My behaviour is exemplary and
contributes to a positive learning
environment.

My behaviour is usually good and
enables others to learn effectively.
If I lose focus, I respond quickly
and positively to the teacher’s
instructions.

Sometimes I disrupt others’ learning.

I often disrupt lessons and show
a lack of respect for others’
learning.

Homework

I always complete homework on
time and to the very best of my
ability, often going further than
the task set out of curiosity or to
make more progress.

I always complete homework on
time and to a good standard.

Sometimes I don’t do my homework
or do not complete it to an
appropriate standard.

I rarely complete homework and
when I do it doesn’t reflect my
ability.

Preparation for
learning

I am extremely well organised and
always fully prepared for learning.
I always have the right equipment
for every lesson.

I almost always have the right
equipment for every lesson.

Sometimes I am not fully prepared for
learning and forget to bring all the
necessary equipment.

I often come to lessons
unprepared and lacking even the
most basic of equipment.

Presentation

I always take the utmost pride in
my work and this is reflected in my
presentation.

I take pride in my work and this is
reflected in my presentation.

I don’t always take pride in my work
and this can be reflected in my
presentation.

I take little pride in my work and
this is reflected in my
presentation.

Effort levels

Each subject will indicate one key focus for improvement.
Engagement: The learner must improve their focus and ensure that they are fully engaged at all times.
Practice and perseverance: The learner should ensure that they persevere with tasks and practice their skills in order to improve
Response to challenge: The learner maintain a positive attitude when faced with challenging tasks.
Asking and answering questions: The learner must ensure that they contribute effectively to class discussions, debate and question
and answer sessions.
Attitude towards mistakes: The learner should maintain a positive attitude towards mistakes. They should reflect and focus on
what they need to do to improve.
Acting on feedback: The learner should ensure that they respond positively to feedback and act on it to effectively improve their
work.
Behaviour: The learner should ensure that they always behave in a way that helps themselves, and other pupils, to learn
productively.
Homework: The learner must always complete homework to the best of their ability and meet all homework deadlines.
Preparation for learning: The learner must bring the correct equipment, books and kit to all lessons.
Presentation: The learner must improve the quality of their presentation and ensure that work is tidy and well
organised.
Attendance: The learner should improve their attendance to lessons.
Extra-curricular activities: The learner should attend extra-curricular clubs to boost practical attainment.
Revision: The learner must ensure that they always revise thoroughly for tests and exams.
Coursework: The learner should complete coursework to the best of their ability and meet coursework deadlines.
Oral work: The learner must improve the overall quality of their oral work by focusing on pronunciation, intonation and fluency.
Practical work: The learner must improve upon the standard of their practical work.
Grammar and punctuation: The learner should focus on the correct use of grammar and punctuation.
Spelling: The learner should proofread their work to ensure that spellings are accurate.
Listening: The learner must ensure that they listen carefully to instructions and the views of others.
Reading: The learner should read every day.
Writing: The learner must improve the depth, detail and quality of their written work.

Termly progress
report

Reporting progress

● Encouraging students to take more
responsibility for learning and progress
● Recognising that effort isn’t only about
good behaviour (although it is VERY
important)
● Guidance and clarity for students - what
do we really want from you?
● Reflection from students
● Encouraging a growth mindset
● Consistency
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Academic Progress
Life Skills

Termly progress
report

Reporting progress
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Termly progress
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Reporting progress
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Progress
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Making
excellent
progress
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Students who make good progress . . .
• Have good parental support
• Have good attendance (97% +)
• Take an active part in lessons
• Are positive
• Ask questions
• Always have a go, even when faced with challenging tasks
• Are aware of the link between school and life chances
• Make mistakes . . . and learn from them

• Act upon advice and feedback
• Are organised and prepared for every lesson

Love Learning
Chase Brilliance
Bright Futures

• Always complete homework on time and to the very best of their ability

Welfare

Welfare

THE YEAR AHEAD
and Medical
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• If students are feeling unwell during the day then they should make their
way to the Pupil’s Office, where our welfare officer will make a decision
about the care and well being of your child.
• Students should NOT call home at all during the day to report they are
unwell. They must go to the Pupils’ Office first who will then contact you.
• Staff are on duty at all times so your child will be supervised during break
and lunchtime in case any incident or accident occurs.

Welfare

Welfare
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• Epipens and Inhalers – Students should carry their own Epipens and
Inhalers with them at all times during the school day in the zipped pocket of
their blazer, not their bag.
• All other medicine – Students should not carry any medicine in school with
them. They should take their medicine down to the Pupils’ Office where the
Welfare Officer will keep it and ensure they take it.
• Paracetamol –The Welfare team are not able to issue Paracetamol until
breaktime. Students need to be in school for 3 hours first.

Welfare

Welfare
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• School Nurse – If you wish for your child to be seen by the school nurse then
please inform Mrs Stevenson who will arrange an appointment.
• Sanitary Supplies – Are available from the Pupil’s Office
• Lost Property – All lost property is kept in the Pupil’s Office. If it has a name
on the item then we will return it to the student. However, if it is ‘nameless’
and it does not get collected after a few weeks then all items will go to
charity.
• Medical notes – If your child has picked up an injury and is unable to
participate in physical lessons e.g PE and Dance, you must provide a written
note for this in their contact book.

Travel to and
from school
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● No parking or drop offs on site unless on medical grounds and prearranged
● If unavoidable students should be dropped off in the carpark at Coney Green (by the
North gate) or on Colham Road (just past the South Gate). Please be respectful of our
neighbours.
● Students should enter via the North / South gates. The middle gate is for staff
accessing the car park only.
● Walk, cycle or use public transport wherever possible.
● We will not allow students to cycle to/from school unless they are wearing a helmet.
Students who arrive without a helmet will be given a no notice one hour detention.
● There are cycle sheds available near the South gate where the students can lock their
bikes up during the school day.
● Whilst travelling to and from school wearing school uniform students must remember
that they are representing the school and their behaviour must be exemplary.

Punctuality
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● School is open for students from 7.30am
● The canteen serves breakfast from 8.00 am
● The school expects all students to attend every lesson and registration
on time.
● Poor punctuality hinders progress and can distract others from their
learning.
● Any student who is either late to school or is not in their form room
when the late bell rings at 8.40am will receive a one hour detention
after school that day.
● The Senior Leadership Team will be present at the school gates each
morning to monitor punctuality.

Planner

Reporting progress
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• Parents / Carers should sign each week and check daily.
• Will be checked and sign by the Form Tutor every Tuesday.

• No vandalising will be tolerated (only name, class and homework or notes
are to be written on the planner)
• If this occurs or a replacement planner is needed, pupils will be referred to
Miss Gamble and will be charged for a new one.
• The cost of a new planner is £3
• Please use the planner as a means of communication between parents and
teachers as well as a record of homework / events etc.

The canteen
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The Canteen
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Breakfast / Break /
Lunch

Keep ParentPay topped up!

Main meal: £2.00 Pudding: 80p Total: £2.80
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Year 7 - Clubs
and Activities
Art Club
Boys Football Practice
Boys Rugby Practice
Chess Club
Choir
Computer Club
Creative Writing Club
Girls Football Practice
Girls Rugby Practice
Healthy Minds
World of Work Day
Your Life You Choose
Pantomime
Team Building Day

Wider learning2019
opportunities
Junior BODS
KS3 Dance Club
KS3 Drama Club
Lego Club
Netball Practice
Orchestra
Spring Reloaded
Textiles Club
Trampolining Club
Homework Club
Social Skills
Reading Club

Build Character
Chase Brilliance

Daily Notices / Weekly Sports Club Timetable
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The Year 7 Team

Miss Gamble
Head of Year 7

Miss Clark

7C

Miss Collins
7D

Mr Ray
7E

Miss Bell
7M

Miss Smythe
7S

Mr
Barthorpe
7W

Key Staff

Members of the Senior Leadership Team
Miss Gamble - Head of Year 7
Year 7 Form Tutors
Mrs Karia - Finance Officer
Mrs Stevenson - Welfare Officer
Ms Colley - Pastoral Support / Attendance Officer
Tracey Rees - BSPA
Gail Bond - Chair of Governors
Parent Governors and BSPA members needed
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