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How to revise e =
effectively for the

GCSE Examinations

Every accomplishment starts with the decision to try




Parental support is eight times more
important in determining a child’s
academic success than social class,
according to a new study. The campaign
for Learning found that parental
involvement in a child’s education can
mean the difference between an A* and
an ‘also ran’ at GCSE.

(TES, 10" October 2003)




Advice for Pupils

* Make a timetable

* Organise a quiet revision place
* 30 minute revision sessions

* Regular breaks

* Continue with things you enjoy
* Drink plenty of water

* Eat Bananas

* Listen to Mozart (optional)
* Get plenty of sleep




Advice for Parents

* Appreciate that children will get stressed
* Show an interest in their revision
* Join in the revision process

* Be positive. If things are going wrong talk to your child and
avoid at all costs losing your temper.

* Reduce chores around the house
* Cook their favourite meals
* Reward for effort (not bribery)

* Find a suitable revision place where study can be done and
notes kept safe

* Avoid negatives. Self esteem will be brittle

* Be the banker. Provide all the equipment for your children,
pens, paper, folders etc

* Download all the information that your child needs from the
internet yourself. This will remove one administrative task
that could side track them from revision .




Watch out for the signs of stress!!!

PHYSICAL

* Eating more or less
* Sleeping more or less
* Stomach disorders
* Fidgeting

* Headaches

* Cramps

* Muscle spasms

* Breathlessness

* Crying

* Clumsiness

* Violence

* Nausea/Butterflies




Watch out for the signs of stress!!!

MENTAL

* Low self-confidence

* Guilty feelings

* Phobias & obsessions

* Loss of interest

* Tired

* Poor memory and concentration
* Failing to finish tasks

* Irritable and angry

* Feel lonely and isolated
* Hyperactive

* Indecisive

* Fearful of the future




How can parents help stressed students

* 1. Get your child to do some form of exercise

* 2. Control the time spent on revision (30 minute chunks max)
* 3. Plan fun activities into the revision timetable

* 4, Sensible diet. Avoid caffeine and drink plenty of water.

* 5. Sensible bed time. Rest reduces stress.

* 6. Talk positively but bear in mind that hearing that yourself or brothers
and sisters have gone through this will not help at this time. It can
increase the pressure to live up to expectations

* 7. Allow your children to talk to friends on the phone, messaging (within
reason. Set a limit)

* 8. Be aware that for the next few months GCSEs will seem like the only
important thing in the world.

* 9. Be interested in your child’s progress and praise effort!

* 10. Avoid offering bribes or presents conditional on high grades. It is
better to encourage for effort or own satisfaction.

* 11. Encourage the rest of the family to be considerate

* 12. DON’T PANIC! You are not alone. Contact the school and talk to us if
you are worried.




Top 12 Revision Techniques for students

1.  Post-it Stickers Iﬁ’
{'

Get a pack of post stickers and write the key
words from a subject on the individual paist
stickers. Stick them all around the house on
every object (milk bottle, door handle, light
switch, toilet seat). Before using the object
students need to explain what the word means.
If they do not know they need to go to their
revision area and find out. Different coloured
postit stickers for different subjects




Top 12 Revision Techniques for students

2. Mind Maps/Spider diagrams/Notes

Rather than simply reading class notesumge
them in the form of a mind map (a lot of
computers will do this for you). Add pictures a
visual aids and use many different colours for
different themes

You may decide to +arite your notes. Keep
re-writing them so that you eventually get
them down to one side of A4. This will be
easier to do last minute revision from. THIS
WORKSI!! =
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Top 12 Revision Techniques for students

Make revision into a game

Blockbusters
Who wants to be a Millionaire
The Weakest Link

Trivial Pursuit
The Chase
Pointless




Top 12 Revision Techniques for students

ACQA
4. Past Papers eclexcel
OCR -

Practice past papers or GCSE style questions.
The school will provide these for students. Yo
can also go onto the examination boards
website and down load past papers and mark
schemes. There are 3 main exam boards that
we use (AQA, Edexcel, OCR). These website
also offer advice orevision.

You can also download the exam boards on a
app with advice and past papers




Top 12 Revision Techniques for students

5.  Attend revision sessions Revision Class! |
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All subjects will run after school revision sessions. We are
also running sessions in the holidays and at some weeken
before an exam. We will inform you of these.

The intervention timetable is displayed outside CCK office,
t he Year Tutor s’ Of fi ce an
been posted home.
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KEY STAGE 4 - YEAR 11 PERIOD 6 TIMETABLE i FEBRUARY 2017

Day Subject Teacher Room Time
Religious Studies Miss Sri 68 3:20 to 4:00pm
Music Mr King 57 3:30 to 5:00pm

Monday Week A History Mr Dwyer 93 3:30 to 4:45pm
Photography Miss Adams 44 3:20 to 4:20pm
Biology Set 11S2B Mr Browning Newton Lab 8:25 to 9:00am
Drama Mr Alaru 85 3:30 to 5:00pm
Spanish Foundation Miss Platt/Miss Cosialls 20 12:30to 1:10pm
Spanish Higher Miss Platt/Miss Cosialls 20 3:20 to 4:15pm

Tuesday Week A Physics Mr Bedwell Einstein Lab 3:30 to 4:30pm
Food Technology Miss Walkerden 46 3:30to 4:15pm
Art Miss Gee 35 3:30 to 4:30pm
Religious Studies (C/D group) Mr Pancherz 67 3:20 to 4:00pm
German Mr Boolaky 18 3:30to 4:15pm
Photography Mr Wilcox 26 3:20 to 4:20pm
Interactive Media Mr Wilcox 26 3:20 to 4:20pm

Core Science

Science Staff

Science Block

3:20 to 4:20pm

Religious Studies (A*/A group) Mr Pancherz 67 Lunchtime & 3:20 to 4:00pm
Wednesday Week A Textiles Miss Hickey 47 3:30 to 4:30pm
History Mr Dwyer 93 Lunchtime
Photography Mr Wilcox 26 3:20 to 4:20pm
Graphics Miss Duff 27 3:20 to 4:30pm
Graphics Mr Flanagan 28/27 3:30 to 4:45pm
Product Design Mr Reid 27129 3:30 to 4:45pm
Thursday Week A Maths Mrs Dutta 80 3:30 to 4:00pm
Computing Mr Price 33 3:20 to 4:20pm
Chemistry Ms Sharma Sanger Lab 3:30 to 4:30pm
Art Miss Gee 35 3:30 to 4:30pm
Textiles Miss Hennessy 47 3:30 to 4:30pm
GCSE PE Mr Lawson/Mr Poeti 90 3:20 to 4:.00pm
History Mr Cockcroft 3 3:40 to 4:30pm
Business Studies Mr Kaushal 72 3:20 to 4:00pm
Friday Week A Religious Studies Ethics Mr Pancherz 78 Lunchtime
Photography Miss Adams 44 3:20 to 4:20pm
French (Foundation) Mrs Denial 23 Lunchtime
French (Higher) Mrs Denial 23 3:20 to 4:15pm
Music Mr King 57 Lunchtime




Top 12 Revision Techniques for students

6.  Revise with a friend

Revision is boring. Fincsaudy buddy Make
sure that you do revise and not spend all of
your time gossiping. Test each other and take
turns being the teacher. If you are trying to
explain a topic to your friend you will need to
understand it first before you can explain it.

l:a\
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Top 12 Revision Techniques for students
/. Use Acronyms and Mnemonics

Use the first letter of a word to make a new
word to prompt your memory.

Make up a silly sentence to help you remembe
the order of something

TIP: The ruder or more risky the easier it is to
remember. Make it funny! [EEIEReE =

S- SAY " (SensonY, MOTOR oR BoTh)
M- MARRY

M-MONEY

B- BUT

M- MY

B- BROTHER
5- SAYS

B- BAD

B~ BUSINESS
M- MARRY
M- MONEY




1. Acronym
LACKPANTS

Laissez Faire
Assembly Lines (cars)
Credit

Knowledge

Position of USA
Advertisement

New Consumer goods
Tariffs

Shares

REERND

Reichstag Fire

Election 1933

Enabling Act

Removal of opposition
Night of the Long Knives
Death of Hindenburg




Top 12 Revision Techniques for students

8. Use revision website

A list of useful websites will be provided at the end. The
Internet is much easier to update than books and these
websites get revised every year and have the most up to
date information. You do not need to buy study guides fro

the shops

WWw.aga.org.uk
WWW.OCr.org.uk
https://qualifications.pearson.com (Edexcel)



http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/

Top 12 Revision Techniques for students

9.  Revision posters on bedroom walls

Make your revision notes on a giant piece of paper (strips o
wallpaper). Place them around your bedroom and lie on
your bed. Immerse in your revision. Replace your current
posters with these for the next 3 months

S———
Write down key quotes and formulas you | [
need to learn. Do this now and place ther ! | \
around your house. Familiarise yourself « % /Q)Clg
with important information g;@ %b




Top 12 Revision Techniques for students

10. Flash Cards/Postcards

Write information about a topic on a postcard.
This will force you to condense your notes so
you only include the most vital information.
These are easy to transport and can be taken
out shopping, to dinner or used whilst waiting
for a bus. You could also write 10 questions 0
one side and 10 answers on the reverse.




Top 12 Revision Techniques for students

* 11 Create a memory palace for the school hall

Place words, events, quotes, formulas etc. on a picture of
the exam hall. Try to visualise these images so that when
you enter the exam hall for your exams you are already
picturing key words.

In the hall you will see Curtains, fire extinguisher, the
clock, a whiteboard, doors. Could these be a trigger for
remembering important details?







Top 12 Revision Techniques for students

* 12. Create a Personalised Learning Checklist (PLC)

Make a list of each of the topic areas that you have
studied. Use a Red/Amber/Green colouring system to
highlight how secure you are at a particular topic

DTT
Diagnose (What you can/cannot do).

Red = no understanding,

Amber = some v

Green = good understanding “‘
Therapy (Go over the topic and revise it thoroughly)

Test Attempt a past question on the topic to check your
understanding




Personalised Learning Checklist

ssai8oud

ssaiSoud

ssai8oud

ssa18o0.d

ssai8o.d

AQA Paper 1
Origins of the First World War

Why were there 2 armed camps in Europe in 1914

Explain the Triple Alliance

What was the Franco-Russian Alliance

Explain the Entente Cordiale

Explain the Triple Entente

Aims of alliances

What was the problem with the alliances

Why did the Kaiser want Weltpolitik

What was the aim of Weltpolitik

What was the plan (Weltpolitik)

Explain Mitteleuropa

Explain the British fears with Weltpolitik

Explain the Moroccan Crisis of 1905-6

Explain the Algeciras conference 1906 (linked to Moroccan crisis)

Expalin the Agadir Crisis 1911 (Morocco)

What were the consequences for Germany of this crisis

Explain the Bosnian Crisis 1908-9

What were the effects of this Crisis

Explain the Arms race 1900-14

Explain the Naval race 1900-14




The 80/20 rule

Follow the 80/20 rule. If you can stick to what they are
supposed to be doing for 80% of the time, you will be doing
alright.

It is unrealistic to expect everything to go 100%. Be flexible
but try to make up any time lost

80/20




And finally!

...For Parents

You are the expert on your own child and have always been
his/her most important teacher. Your support,
encouragement and interest can make a spectacular
difference to your child’s motivation and ability to cope with
the academic and organisational demands of the exams.




Websites for Students

* www.bbc.co.uk/teens

* www.childline.org.uk

* www.youthaccess.org.uk/

* www.Studentcentral.co.uk

* www.gcseguide.co.uk (use “bookshop” for info on revision guides.).
* www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
* www.Sparknotes.com

* www.schoolnet.com

* WWWw.gcse.com

* WwWw.s-cool.co.uk

* www.educlinks.co.uk

* www.toothill.notts.sch.uk



http://www.bbc.co.uk/teens
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.youthaccess.org.uk/
http://www.studentcentral.co.uk/
http://www.gcseguide.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
http://www.sparknotes.com/
http://www.schoolnet.com/
http://www.gcse.com/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/
http://www.educlinks.co.uk/
http://www.toothill.notts.sch.uk/

Websites for Parents

* wWww.parentscentre.gov.uk/

 www.projecteducation.co.uk

 www.parentlineplus.org.uk

 www.bbc.co.uk/parenting/supportforyou/

e www.learn.co.uk

* www.connexions-direct.com/parentcarer

* Bishopshalt School Phone number
01895 233909

(This presentation is also available on the school website)



http://www.parentscentre.gov.uk/
http://www.projecteducation.co.uk/
http://www.parentlineplus.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/parenting/supportforyou/
http://www.learn.co.uk/
http://www.connexions-direct.com/parentcarer

Thank you for attending

Any Questions




