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Bishopshalt School Curriculum
The school provides a broad and balanced curriculum which is designed around three core principles.
The Bishopshalt curriculum is:
● ambitious and designed so that students are empowered by powerful knowledge;
● coherently sequenced, in order that students understand the key concepts and engage with the big questions
and controversies within our subject disciplines;
● rigorous and enriching to ensure our students love learning, show kindness, build character and chase
brilliance, so that all Bishopshalt students thrive and have bright futures.

And in terms of implementing the curriculum and improving teaching and learning we are
focusing on these three golden threads:
●
●
●

Questioning to increase participation ratio
Activating hard thinking
Developing academic register and vocabulary

Curriculum Values:
Our curriculum, both
academic and
extra-curricular is
framed around the
following principles. It
is designed to instil a
love of learning, build
students’ character,
ensure that our
students show kindness
and enable all to chase
brilliance. We believe
that these four strands
of our curriculum will
ensure that all students
have ‘bright futures’.

Love Learning
Show Kindness
Build Character

To develop in students a love of learning. Bishopshalt
students will thirst for knowledge due to the intrinsic joy
that it brings.

To develop and instil in our students the virtue of
kindness. Our students do things for others for no
personal gain.

To develop in students the determination and
dedication to succeed. Bishopshalt students are able
to overcome any challenge that may come their way.
Our students are focused, resilient and readily
overcome adversity.

Chase Brilliance

To develop students who do not settle for ‘it’s good
enough’. Bishopshalt students always aim to improve
their work and aim for perfection due to their belief that
they are entitled to be brilliant.

Bright Futures

To ensure that, for whatever field they choose to enter,
Bishopshalt students will succeed. Bishopshalt
students will be the very best versions of themselves
and compete on the world stage.

What will I study and do in the Sixth Form?

• Linear A levels. This means it is a 2 year course with the final exams at the end of
the second year;
• Most students will study 3 courses;
• Some students will study 4;
• English and Maths GCSE resits;
• Opportunity to complete an EPQ;
• Enrichment opportunities;
• Tutor Time Programme;
• Drop Down Days.

Entrance Requirements
Minimum A Level (BTEC level 3) entry requirement is six GCSE Grade 4s
or above. Including English and Maths at Grade 4.
We will accept one BTEC First and other level 2 courses (Merit or above).
Five exam based GCSEs at Grade 4+ including English and Maths at
Grade 4.
Each subject has minimum entry grade requirements (see prospectus).

Pathways
Pathway recommendations
Pathway 1 – 3 (or 4) A Levels and the possibility of an Extended
Project - Biology, Chemistry, Computing, Mathematics, Further
Mathematics and Physics.
Pathway 2 – 3 (or 4) A Levels and the possibility of an Extended
Project - Accounting, Art & Design, Business Studies, Product Design,
Economics, English Literature, Geography, History, Law, Media
Studies, Photography, Psychology, Sociology and Theatre Studies.

Pathway 3 – At least one vocational Level 3 course
plus 1 or 2 A levels. For example Criminology and
Performing Arts.
Pathway 4 – BTEC Level 3 Diploma plus 1 other course.
BTEC Health and Social Care and CTEC Business Studies.
Alternative Provision Pathway – due to very low numbers
of applications, we are unable to offer level 2 courses.
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Each course demands different grades
Maths A level is a grade 7 GCSE
Science is grade 7 & 7 in science
Psychology is Maths/English/Science grade 6
English & Maths extremely important
Check out the minimum grades
Talk to your teachers and tutors!
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What subjects shall I study?
Think about...
● Likely GCSE Grades – reports
● English and Maths GCSE
● Facilitating subjects or not?
● Career preferences
● What are you good at and what do you enjoy?
● If in doubt call the admissions tutor of a few universities.
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What can we offer?
● Choice of over 30 A level or level 3 courses
● Experienced teachers
● A school where everyone works hard for success
● A school that embodies its 5 core values
● A blocking system that offers a wide choice and opportunities to specialise
in Performing Arts, Sciences, Arts or Humanities
● Excellent Performing Arts facilities – Specialist Dance and Drama studios
● Recently refurbished science labs and a tradition of scientific excellence
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What we look for in our
students?
●
●
●
●
●

Academic ability and academic potential
Enjoyment of learning
Willingness to contribute to the school
Motivation to achieve your best
Evidence of likely success on the course - recent school report and
reference with Predicted Grades

Russell Group Universities
Birmingham

Bristol

Cambridge

Cardiff

Durham

Edinburgh

Exeter

London (Imperial)

Glasgow

Kings (London)

Leeds

Liverpool

Manchester

Newcastle

Nottingham

Oxford

LSE

Queen Mary (London)

UCL (London)

Queens (Belfast)

Sheffield

Warwick

York

Southampton
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Our expectations…
● Full attendance
● Smart formal dress code
● High standards of behaviour
● Positive attitude & motivation
● Enthusiasm for learning
● Support for the whole school community
● Engagement in all school activities
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How do I secure my place?

●

Apply online

●

Apply as soon as possible but by the end of this term

●

Ensure that your reference is sent (only new students)

●

Attend short meeting with SLT – explore options & choices
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● Normally 180-200 places available
● Apply as soon as possible – we are
oversubscribed
● Consider all applications in by 15 January
2022
● Meeting with Senior Teacher at the school &
undertake a school tour
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Results last year (Academic)
A*-B = 70.44%
A*-C = 90.51%
Russell Group Universities = 28 %
Students are –

●

getting excellent results

●

getting onto first choice University courses

●

gaining high quality apprenticeships
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●

But our Sixth Form is about so much more than just results

●

We are dedicated to personal development

●
●

We are obsessive about helping shape better people and you will be
amazed at what you get to do with us

Are you up for the challenge?
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The Sixth Form at Bishopshalt
●
●
●
●

We will relentlessly push you to get better
Your tutor will monitor you, every day, making sure you are being the
best you can be
We will guide and provide support all the way along your journey and
beyond
We will prepare you for your future - getting you ready for the next
stage of your life

●

We will dedicate hours of time to helping you get your university
application done or your application for an apprenticeship sent

●

We will then prep you for your interviews
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We will give you amazing opportunities to develop
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Better Bishopshalter
Prefecting
Wellbeing Mentoring
Enterprise Day
Work Experience
University visits
School council

● Bespoke apprenticeship guidance
● Oxbridge links
● Careers meetings charity work
● Volunteering
● Buddy reading
● BODS –
the list is endless

Bursary
•
•
•
•
•
•

Same criteria for Free School Meals;
Government funding to stay in education and support learning;
Up to £750 to support students;
Based on attendance;
Apply once you have enrolled;
De Salis award for students who obtain top grades at A Level.

Teaching and Learning
We believe that teaching and learning is vitally important and therefore our
commitment to you is to deliver quality every day teaching.
All staff and students will hold to the mantra

Excellence as Standard

Classroom routines
● Every lesson will start with a ‘Do Now Task’, in silence for 10-15 minutes.
● The task will be linked to previous learning or the learning that is to come
within the lesson.
● Excellence as standard. No behaviour that detracts from learning will be
tolerated.
● We have an ‘On Call’ system to remove students who disrupt the learning of
others.
● 12 hours of lessons, 13 hours of private study (Approximately 25 hours of
homework per week).

Equipment
● Exercise book/folder needed for every subject
● Each folder will be divided into sections based on the subject expectations
Content and Assessment plans
Class notes
Independent study notes
Assessed work
Homework
● Folders can be stored in the classroom, but they are required for every
lesson. Your folders will be checked twice per half term. Once by your
teacher and once by your tutor/Sixth Form team

What is the Sixth Form like?
You will be treated as a professional, with all the expectations that go with
this.
I hold the same expectations of you as I do of the staff who work in the
school.
Sixth Form is preparation for life.

Transition from
Y11 to Y12 and
Beyond

